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SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTER OLEW ALE'S VISIT TO INDONESIA 

1 . 1 HAVE TALKED TO FOREIGN MINISTER OLEWALE TWICE ABOUT 
HIS TRIP TO INDONESIA, AND IT IS CLEAR THAT HE WAS VERY 
FAVORABLY IMPRESSED BY WHAT HE SAW AND HEARD. HE SAID 
THAT PRESIDENT SUHARTO HAD BEEN VERY OPEN AND FRANK WITH 
HIM, FULLY EXPLAINING INDONESIA'S POSITION RE IRIAN JAYA. 

HE SAID HE HAD BEEN FULLY BRIEFED BY OTHER GOI OFFICIALS. 

HE FELT THAT HE HAD BEEN WELL TREATED THROUGHOUT. HE ALSO 
SPOKE OF THE GOOD IMPRESSION THE INDONESIAN PEOPLE MADE ON 
HIM AS HE TRAVELED AROUND. HE REPEATED SEVERAL TIMES THAT 
HE LIKED THE INDONESIAN PEOPLE VERY MUCH. 

2. OLEWALE SAID HE HAD HEARD PRIOR TO HIS VISIT THAT HE 
WOULD SEE MAINLY JAVANESE PEOPLE IN JAYAPURA, AND THAT 
THE FEW MELANESIANS WERE DOING MENIAL WORK. THAT WAS NOT 
TRUE, HE SAID. HE SAW MANY MELANESIANS IN JAYAPURA IN 
RESPONSIBLE JOBS. 
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3. OLEWALE VISITED EAST TIMOR, AND WAS THE FIRST FOREIGN 
MINISTER TO DO SO. HE SAID THE PORTUGUESE HAD BEEN THE 
WORST COLONIZERS IN THE WORLD AND THE RESULTS OF THEIR 
CENTURIES OF COLONIZATION WERE MINIMAL. HE BELIEVED THAT 
THE INDONESIANS WERE MAKING A GOOD START ON THE ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT OF EAST TIMOR. 
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4. INDONESIAN AMBASSADOR BUSIRI SURIOWINOTO, WHO WAS 
EQUALLY PLEASED WITH OLEWALE'S TRIP, SAID IT IS BEING 
FOLLOWED UP BY VISITS OF BOY SCOUTS, EXCHANGE OF STUDENTS 
AND TEACHERS, AND ASSISTANCE TO PNG WITH SMALL TECHNOLOGY. 

HE SAID THE INDONESIAN FOREIGN MINISTER WOULD PAY A RETURN 
VISIT LATER THIS YEAR OR EARLY 1979. 

5. COMMENT: OLEWALE HAS MADE ALMOST A ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY 
DEG RE E SWING IN HIS ATTITUDE TOWARDS INDONESIA. SUCH A 
RADICAL CHANGE IN SUCH A SHORT TIME RAISES QUESTIONS OF 
DURABILITY, BUT CERTAINLY TENSIONS WILL BE EASED IN AT 
LEAST THE SHORT RUN. 
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